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| thould ews, atid my Sentiments about ths. 
O U deſire I fhould write you tha , aud my 


preſent State of Affairs. The firſt I can give no Information about, further 
than what you and all the Country know already; And as for the ſecond, 
I maſt beg your excuſe if I keep them to my ſelf. This is no Time for a 
| Shop-keepet's turning Politician ; eſpecially ſince of late it has become dangerous 
T ß , ER OO qo 12 
But there is one Thing concerns me, and thoſe in like Circumſtances with my 
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q | ſelf, more nearly, and that I will not ſcruple to give you my Sentiments about. 
Me are informed, that next Week every Burges in Edinburgh muſt take the Oath | 
of Abjurations This indeed ſur prized all of us, and tho” I believe the moſt of them 
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| will eaſily Determine themſelves, yet it has made all of us very unealy.  _- 
For what Pretence in the World can be given for it; We enjoy no Poſts in the 
SOovernment; and if we are to Swear as a Body of Militia, Why are not we, who 
un this Caſe are in the Room of common Sentmels, to have the ſame Privilege as 
they, and exeemed from Swearing. One would think, that here it were ſufficient 
that the Officers ſhould be thus qualified. e x: | 

But further, How is it poſſible they ſhould expect that all the Burgeſſes will take 
an Oath, which near half of our Miniſters refuſed as unlawful, and ſeverals of them 
| preached againſt from the Pulpit? How then, I ſay, can they expect that we will 3 
Aas it become now any Ways different from what it was then? Or is it leſs crimi- 
nal for a Man to take an Oath againſt his Conſcience, or Perjure himſclf now, than 
it was ſome Months ago? And this we are to ſwear we do willingly; when it's 
| nottour, That we will never do ſo, unleſs compelled to it by the laſt Violence. Not 
to name the Inconſiſtency of many Parts of that Oath, with the Principles, Nature 
and Conſtitution of the Church of Scotland, and a former Oath and Covenant, the moſt 
' ſolemn that ever was entered into, excepting the Covenant betwixt GOD Perſonally 
| or more ſenſibly Preſent, and the Ifraelites, upon the Delivery of the Law from 
Mount Sinai. 5 3 | „„ „ . 
Can any Man pretend, That the - = - - St. & - - as ſome call him, has 
| | no Kind of Right, or any Pretence of Right whatſoever. By the Laws of God and 
F the Laws of all Nations, a Son that was never diſclaimed by the Parents, and who 
vas never proved, nay ( which is more) never attempted to be proved ſpurious, 
( but by an infamous Villain who was Pillory'd for it by that very Government to 
-which we owe the preſent Settlement of the Crown ) by theſe Laws; I fay, ſuch a 
Son is rightful Heir to his Parents; and, in the Caſe of a Hereditary Government, 
| becomes upon his Demiſe, what his Father was. This is ſtill more ſpecious, if we 
| conſider, That by our own Confeſſion of Faith, his Differing in Sentiments from 
vs, nay Infidelity it ſelf, can not void his Title with regard to us. 1 
Now, tho' Pm convinc'd, That all this does not amount to a full legal Title, 
and that the preſent Poſſeſſor has a much better; Yer it at leaſt offers ſome Kind o 
& Right or Pretence ot Right to the C: And therefore this neceflarly occaſions a 
& Scruple in me as to this Oath and ſo a very juſt Exception againſt its being tender- 
%% oo OT ITE ar 2" wth 
= Beſides I'm never ſufficiently ſatisfied how far this Oath can be reconciled with 
Wrhe Revolution Principles, or the Accumulat Grounds whereon our Convention of 
Eſtates went in Forfaulting the late King James: For by this Oath I'm expreſly 
ound to all the Heirs of his preſent Majeſty being Proteſtants ; which ſeems to 900 


of this prel t Royal Lin 


ſe that even the kigheſt Degrees of Ty 
zient Cauſe for Vacating thg Right of an 
S, | 


orth be a ſufſigien Vacat e 
Indeed, in gfe Cale of le tha jog 20 . | from the 
Government, it S a different Thing; no Hod applying. For 1 un ich as art 
clear, or who at leaſt ſhould be ſo, about the Lawfulneſs of ſuch an Oath: But 
to force it down upon ſuch People as are P. 12 and can haye no Benefite by it; 
Is ſtrangely odd! Are not the Oaths of Allegiance and Aſſurance, which are a 
_ bundandly plain and ſubſtantial, ſufficient Secyrt or Burges's Behaviour, but he 
muſt be put upon Taking a Third, Wende es n Tomprehend; and can nev ot 
 {arishic himſelf about. bene de dfgrrdiust' sf i 6 
But to remove theſe and many more Scruples, we have got hand d about here, 
Paper ſaid to be an intended ks of Parliament, ſent down, as is ſaid, from Above 
verein it is declared, That that Oath was not intended by the Legiſlator, and is not 
now meant other ways than as it is conſiſtent with the Prineiples and Doctrine of the 
Church of Sarland: But if this be nor à Frick, to entice good well Meaning Men 
into 2 Snare, which they muſt SE: : 'R ent of, it's ſ\dmething 
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Senlible atid | 
very ſtrange : For theſe, Inconſiſtencies. Which are very Numerous, are indeed 72 
good Reaſon againſt Impoſing this Oath upon the Conſciences of any good Men. 
But ſince almpſt every Paragraph 1 8 in the plain natutal and 'obvidus Mean- 
ing of the Words, doth contain Things inconſiſtent with my proteſt Principles, and 
repugnant to my Conſcience ; and that by the ſame Oath I'm obliged to underſtand 
every Word thereof in the plain and obvious Sence, without any Equivocation 01 
mental Reſervation; any One's telling me that Iam ſtill feft to put my o/ Conſtruct 
ons on every Article thereof, amounts to no more than an artful Inſtructing of me 
how to impoſe on my own Conſcience, or to play the Rogue, and Juggle both with 
God and Man. J%%%/»G ⁶— ! ms wt AL Ov; ol 
© Tremember, That they who wrote andiacted boldly arid conſcientiouſly againſt th, 
late evil Adminiſtration, did not ſcruple to affirm, That tho' the Queen's Perſo 
and Character were ſacred, yet they knew no, Crime in Expoſing the Actings of 
corrupt Miniſtry ; And I think I may with the fame Boldneſs, and with as muc 
Safety, teſtify my Reſentments of the ill Management of this 
I'll take upon me to avow it, That whoever - adviſes theſe Meaſures, arc 'ni 
Friends to his Majeſty ; or at leaſt very much miſtake his true Intereſt: For did ng 
his Majeſty come over after the Demiſe of the late Queen, upon the molt ſolem 
Aſſurances and Proteſtations of having the Hearts, Affections and Obedience of th 
Generality of all his Subjects; and fince He had them, Why are there ſuchgSeeds o 
Diſtruſt ſown ? Why are Baelgun ſcattered? Why is our Gracious King put upd 
Meaſures which tend to perſwade his Leige Subjects, that he Reigns by oth 
Means, and by an other Title than the Poſſeſſion of their Hearts and Love? An 
that he falpe&s.zxvery-Man ofthay 2. FO  -. 
And even Granting that his Majeſty ſuſpects us all, and that ſome Precautio 
are neceſſary to prevent actual Rebellion; Are there not other Ways and Means t 
be uſed, but the Tendering an Oath, which ſo many good Men, and Loyal Subject 
and worthy Miniſters, are all ſo averſe from; and in which there is a Complicatio 
of many other Matters of Conſequence, which have no Relation to our Allegian- 
gt all :- „% ÄůÄA ͤ ed es ws FTT 
An Oath which has occaſioned ſuch Innovations in the Conſtitution of this Cit 
and in many other Burrows! An Oath which has created ſo great Differences ai 
Diſſatisfaction amongſt our Clergy, and which ſo many of them have Preached a 
Argued and Writen againſt, and which well nigh made a Schiſm in our Church. 
The Care of our Souls is devolved on Them, and he that has the Inſpection 
mine, under the Great Shepherd, has given his T eſtimony againſt it, both Public 
ly and in Private, to my through Convictio . Xx 
Let others do as they have a Mind, I am reſolved to ſuffer Perſecution for Righ 
ouſneſs Sake, (if they that axe at the Helm of Affairs, ſhould engage our Soverah 
" in ſuch Meaſures) rather than wound my Conſcience; For Loyalty and Qbedie 
are due to my Soveraign, but my Conſcience is GOD's only ; It's His Deputy 
my Breaſt, and if my Conſcience conder me, G0, who is greater than my 
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